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2015 – 2016 Club Positions 

 

 

Finalising Club positions 

Please find an updated list of positions and occupiers 

After our 28 September meeting where we fell short of nomination I had some 

volunteers come forward and some private conversations with members I am happy to 

announce the following finalised club positions 

 President: Les Neilson VK4FAEB 

 Vice President: Jim Kelly VK4HJK 

 Secretary: Peter Forbes VK4ATC 

 Treasurer: Kevin Dibble VK4ZR 

 Librarian: Robert Hassell VK4HBD 

 Web Master Robert Hassel VK4HBD 

 Provedore: Gary James VK4FGZA 

 Station Managers:  

o 10m (HF): Les Parker VK4SO 

o 70cm (UHF): Erik Neilson VK4FAEC 

 Repeater Officer Kevin Dalton VK4WA 

 Repeater Officer Jan Oksiutta VK4EBP 

 Project Co-ordinators: Les Neilson VK4FAEB 

 Awards and QSL Manager: 

 Publicity & Liaison Officer: Les Neilson VK4FAEB 

 WICEN: Vacant 

 QSP Newsletter: Vacant 

 Club Equipment Officer: Les Parker VK4SO 

 WIA Accredited Examiners: Les Parker VK4SO 

 WIA Accredited Examiners: Vacant 

 Training Officer: Proposed Jan Oksiutta VK4EBP 

 BARCFEST Organiser: TBA 
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JOTA weekend 

2015 
Our JOTA weekend was a roaring success, this time we really superseded our 

previous year’s achievements, with seven stations setup and operating.  We had them 

located in various positions out under the trees around and in the Scout Hall 

Preparations are key: 

Our preparations on the previous Saturday provided us with a good operating base 

for  a great weekend 

Ten members came along to put up some ropes in preparation for installing antennas 

for the Jota afternoon. With the assistance of Steve VK4FSDC  who did an excellent 

job with his antenna launcher we now have now have ropes over five trees located 

high in the branches. 

 The newish offset feed antenna was reinstalled and was raised by quite a 

number of metres, and the coax feeder was run into the main building to 

be used next weekend. 

 The long wire antenna was also reinstalled with one end connected to a 

remote tree in the lower paddock. 

 The coax and rotator control cable were repositioned back to the main 

building in preparation  

 Jim VK4HJK brought along a telescopic vertical HF antenna for use for 

the Jota weekend. 

On the Day: 

We had plenty of activity from the youngsters, asking lots of questions and making 

lots of calls. VK4ANB Norm had the longest conversation ever in his experience 

with a VK5 JOTA contact for around 3 hours, his borrowed buddy pole antenna 

performed superbly on the day, posing the question who wouldn’t want one.   

There was plenty of activity on 2, 15 & 40m stations, with a lot less on the other 

frequencies and virtually none on 80m 

Thanks to all the Members in attendance who were: 

VK4TWS Bill, VK4HJK Jim, VK4ANB Norm, VK4SO Les the Elder, VK4FHEA 

Shannon, with his friends Carley, & Alan, VK4FGZA Gary, VK4WA Kevin the 

younger, VK4ZR Kevin the elder, VK4FAEB Les the younger, VK4FIAA Len 

VK4FVKM Keith, VK4FAIA Malcolm VK4EBP Jan and VK4ATC Peter Forbes 

our photographer 

Lesson Learnt  

We took away plenty of notes on the things that worked and things that didn’t which 

will go a long way to successful planning in time for next year’s JOTA 

 



 

BARC Newsletter Oct 15 
 

Club Repeater news 

 

 

Repeater proposal update since Sept 25 meeting 

Kevin VK4WA the Club repeater officer reported that he intends using voice ID on the 

repeater as recommended by the WIA. This is currently  in progress 

Kevin has suggested another proposal that could help members who can hear the 70 cm 

repeater but have difficulty triggering it, is that we could utilize a 10 metre FM receiver to 

provide input to the repeater. 

This type of setup or option has been utilized by other Australian repeaters 

successfully.  

The proposed frequency of is 29.140 MHz CTCSS-encoded and is now before WIA 

for approval. This frequency has proven to be a popular choice for our 10m net club 

users already. 

A suitable HF vertical antenna for 10 metres has been found at the club store room 

and will be tested for its suitability which could lower our costs, and a 10 metre FM 

receiver will need to be sourced and tested too.  

Jan VK4EBP is working on a controller board to interface the 10m receiver to the 

repeater. Kevin and Jan are also researching the option of adding a 10m TX 

capability in “simplex gateway” configuration. 

As this repeater proposal is now progressing towards a firm proposition, comment from Club 

members is now open and welcome.  We would like your input before we proceed further 

and commence committing resources and funds towards this project.  If no serious objections 

are received by the first week of November 2015 we will proceed with this proposal as a club 

project and advise members accordingly. 

It is not envisioned to move our repeater to Mt Cootha at this stage, as we are thinking of 

improving the capabilities of the repeater at our current site and adapting further options for 

the repeater such as Echo Link and/or IRLP etc. in the future which would lend itself to a 

more desirable central and accessible location. 

Please send all your comments to myself Sirlezz@yahoo.com.au or Kevin Dalton 

daltonwa@yahoo.com.au by the end of October. 

Store Room Our new store room needs the floor repaired to stop the bowing on entry, Bill has 

temporarily repaired the sticking door and old Store Room needs a general cleanup and 

sorting of goods in the steel cabinets 

BARC 

Hut/Radio 

Shack 

Is now in a state of near completion when all work was halted, due to JOTA  Only electricals 

to be completed and a new floor,  preparations but will start soon once some major decisions 

are made as to the long term plans of the building have been approved and following work to 

be done 

Magazine 

subscriptions 
What magazines would you like BARC to subscribe to, so far it is only AR magazine but in 

the past we have had, QST, silicon Chip, Practical wireless, etc. 

Please let us know via return email or at our social meetings what you think 
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WIA club page Les VK4SO has updated our club information recently on this page, and if you get a 

chance please check it out, any amendments you find please email 4k4ba@qsl.net 

BARC Assets The Asset register is being compiled and updated by Les VK4SO and all registered 

club equipment will be available for member loans, but any surplus equipment not 

needed by the club now or into the future will be appropriately assigned new owners 

(sold) 

Note: This is not a rushed program 

Tait Radios Quit a few of these units left, but they need refurbishment such as, remote heads 

fitted onto the main unit, small face cables sourced and sets tested and  programmed 

with Ham frequencies, this will be an ongoing project into 2016 

Proposal: We also have a number of Tait Repeaters installed in travel boxes that 

after some investigation to their suitability for 70cm could be refurbished for BARC  

field days and any surplus units to our need donated to other outback clubs without a 

repeater or to support radio communications for the annual  Horse Endurance circuit 

etc.  

 


